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“Access to knowledge is the superb, the supreme act of truly great civilizations. Of all the institutions that purport to do this, free 
libraries stand virtually alone in accomplishing this.” 

-Toni Morrison, author 

books may be put in a box in the library (please do 
not leave them on the porch). All materials collected 
will be distributed by Soldiers' Angels, a volunteer-led 
nonprofit group with more than 30 teams supporting 
all branches of the armed forces. The library is at 
7444 S. Broadway in Red Hook. Visit 
http://www.soldiersangels.org for more information 
about that organization.” 
 
Professional Development 
Help Southeastern New York Library Resources 
Council (SENYLRC) plan their very first 
“unconference,” Solutions for Hard Times: Cutting 
Costs While Improving Services [scheduled for 
Friday, November 20th at the SENYLRC office in 
Highland, NY]. During meetings last spring, 
committee members discussed the impact of budget 
cuts at our libraries. The discussions grew into plans 
for a region wide “unconference” to further the 
discussion with other librarians and library staff on 
the topics YOU are interested in related to the topic. 
An “unconference” gives attendees the power to set 
the agenda, you pick the topics and join in the 
discussion or discussions of your choice. To 
determine interest and identify discussion topics 
please fill out a brief survey to help SENYLRC 
determine areas of greatest interest: 
http://www.senylrc.org/ . Please respond to the 
survey by Friday, September 18, 2009. 
 
Reference & Collection Development 

NY400 Bookmarks: In this delivery 
you will find a packet of bookmarks 
topped with the Quadricentennial 
‘Explore NY400.com’ logo. This 
bookmark, conceived by the Central 

Library / Collection Development (CL/CD) Advisory 
Committee, is a listing of books that would interest 
people who are looking for information about New 
York’s 400th anniversary. These bookmarks would be 
good to offer next to a display of books related to the 
topic, or for you to distribute at Quadricentennial 
events. With the regional emphasis on this topic it is 
a good time for libraries to highlight the materials 
people are interested in. Extra bookmarks are 
available by emailing kcruger@midhudson.org 
 

What are we missing? Earlier this year 
the CL/CD Committee discussed the 
concept that there may be some 
underrepresented areas in the system-
wide collection. With the impending 

Quadricentennial emphasis, the committee asked 
Central Library staff to analyze that area of the 
holdings to be sure that collectively MHLS member 
libraries had a good representation of titles people 
would be interested in. During the analysis they 
targeted some new related materials to be purchased 

from Central Book Aid funds to supplement what was 
already owned, to help in building a strong system-
wide collection. The Central Library works with the 
MHLS Central Library / Collection Development 
Advisory Committee to look at non-fiction areas of 
the collection that are not represented, under 
represented or out-of-date in the system-wide 
collection. If you see an area like that, please send 
us your input through the brief form linked on 
midhudson.org in the Reference & Collection 
Development section at 
http://midhudson.org/collection/main.htm. 
 

Also in the delivery with the Bulletin 
this week is a copy of The State of the 
Hudson 2009, a report for the 
community from the NYS Department 
of Environmental Conservation (DEC). 
The report addressed the #1 question 

the DEC receives: “How is the Hudson doing?” The 
report is also available online at 
http://www.dec.ny.gov/lands/51492.html  
 
Youth Services  

CPSC Issues Rule Regarding Lead 
Standards; More Guidance To Come 
for Libraries: On August 26, 2009, the 
Consumer Product Safety 
Commission’s (CPSC) final rule on 
children’s products containing lead was 

released. In the rule, CPSC confirmed that libraries 
have no independent obligation to test library 
books for lead under the law. CPSC also 
announced its intention to release a Statement of 
Policy specifically providing guidance for libraries with 
regard to the treatment of older children’s books that 
could potentially contain lead. CPSC officials feel that 
the Statement of Policy should be released within the 
next several weeks. While we await the Statement of 
Policy, the American Library Association 
recommends that libraries take the following actions. 
If a library is aware that any children’s book does 
indeed contain lead above the legal limits or 
otherwise presents a danger to children, it should 
remove it from public access, for instance by moving 
it to the non-circulating collection. We would also ask 
that if libraries do learn of any books containing lead 
to please let the ALA – Washington Office know so 
that we might share that information with other 
libraries. When the Statement of Policy is released, 
we will promptly notify our members. If you have any 
questions, please feel free to contact Jessica 
McGilvray, Assistant Director of the ALA Office of 
Government Relations at jmcgilvray@alwash.org or 
1.800.941.8478. [From the ALA Washington Office District 
Dispatch Blog, 8.27.08] 
 
Member Libraries are welcome to submit items of interest and job openings 
to the MHLS Bulletin: bulletin@midhudson.org. The MHLS Bulletin is 
available on line at http://midhudson.org/bulletins/main.htm. 




