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Welcome!

In the chat box please share:

1. Your Name 

2. Your Library

3. How long you have served on the board

[example: Nate Smith, My Public Library, 3 months]



Promotional Partners



Today

INTRODUCTION TO 
OUR TOPIC

MODERATED Q&A QUESTIONS FROM THE 
AUDIENCE





Image Source: National Centers for Environmental Information, NOAA



The climate crisis will 

profoundly affect the health 

of every child alive today.



“Climate change is the single 

greatest threat to global health, a 

“code red for humanity,” and is this 

generation’s grandest challenge.”





Sustainability = Core Value 



Graphic: AllHandsRaised.org



Triple Bottom Line Definition:

● Environmentally Sound

● Socially Equitable

● Economically Feasible



Intersections
with the governance role of a trustee



Planning

Mission & Vision

Continuity of Operations

Collective Impact

Policies

Purchasing/Procurement

Disaster Preparedness & 
Emergency Action Plan

PR, Media & 
Crisis Communication

Funding

Mitigation & Adaptation

Insurance

Personnel

Facilities

Carbon Footprint

Resilience

Redundancies



Examples
What does it look like?



Planning & Policies
Set the Foundation 





https://concordlibrary.org/uploads/pages/doc/cfpl_SUSTAINABILITYPLAN2021to2025.pdf
https://concordlibrary.org/uploads/pages/doc/cfpl_SUSTAINABILITYPLAN2021to2025.pdf
https://concordlibrary.org/uploads/pages/doc/cfpl_SUSTAINABILITYPLAN2021to2025.pdf




Facility Plan Considerations

• Energy Conservation

• Transition to Renewable Energy

• Water Conservation

• Stormwater Management 

• Indoor Air Quality

• Power Redundancy (e.g. solar + battery; 

whole building generator)

• Ecological Restoration

• Use of native Plants

• Removal of Invasive Species 

• Reforestation 

• Pollinator Gardens

• Electric Vehicle Charging Stations 

• Bicycling Infrastructure: storage, repair



Hendrick Hudson Free Library
1st library in the country to be certified under the Sustainable Library Certification Program 



San Diego County Library
1st library in California to join the Sustainable Library Certification Program

Zero-Net Energy Facility Opened March 28, 2023

San Diego County Library, Lakeside Branch

⚫ Both Bookmobiles have been upgraded to electric 

vehicles (EVs). 

⚫ In 2023, all 33 branches of the San Diego Public 

Library will have Electric Vehicle (EV) Charging 

Stations installed. 



• Webinar Recording

• Slide Deck

• Climate Adaptation LibGuide

https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001rBtDxWNsGDnhFmHlzqNLSmTkanDjkZQj5mH-g8kIt-qaOjLn2hADnkke956vK-Bso_hysdfCHlo2odnOyOPBPhdyTJ1OQkQgJGGblLteAnXDp1gHfKSHw62HJbZ4Vva-_58PMCKiYtnhdLbobSTF1naUUK6JU4yfd8snnNeqOjuJtscfiX6icS3XGfgLg7yxE48HJrWxpjM=&c=P-_mibFbiwKM3DX2hWg1gXWmiVFzOyZAfwMIfzuPLQndAFX4WzRUkw==&ch=n3sLiXgdqjGJH3nuqzvFcrjEbW_eeCd3LneJJWnAyfFDopTNDO4gAw==
https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001rBtDxWNsGDnhFmHlzqNLSmTkanDjkZQj5mH-g8kIt-qaOjLn2hADnkke956vK-Bsz4L3nobM6Zq6i8tZ4lNn9Fv9R9jk1DvmKQmTr3xg5QUhI-o2Zpk7BrZSXszIhKakpelP8z52Dq-mITO-hmZMeXWJ3PeQLXc2fHoDM9WeupHGVnrMMOn8QkEfOdr3NIYck_hYlIUKxF0rMc-2a-M0jpYBStExkIKf5nmTsoAfBU4iIMO6j5AGdA==&c=P-_mibFbiwKM3DX2hWg1gXWmiVFzOyZAfwMIfzuPLQndAFX4WzRUkw==&ch=n3sLiXgdqjGJH3nuqzvFcrjEbW_eeCd3LneJJWnAyfFDopTNDO4gAw==
https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001rBtDxWNsGDnhFmHlzqNLSmTkanDjkZQj5mH-g8kIt-qaOjLn2hADnkke956vK-BsAK1R_448MEXS_w3bdp1aNWqZN_GOwchuT_op8iLckgAwdllfguEvNdCZITm31SyuN_tDWGt4XCEZFr5MFUxPtS9By0Cqe13UBVYag6xeK9CHI4mSg__qhpNtaol0ZCKcPAJ-UOM3fmo=&c=P-_mibFbiwKM3DX2hWg1gXWmiVFzOyZAfwMIfzuPLQndAFX4WzRUkw==&ch=n3sLiXgdqjGJH3nuqzvFcrjEbW_eeCd3LneJJWnAyfFDopTNDO4gAw==


#1: Identify Your 

Region’s Vulnerabilities

• Drought/Heat Wave

• Flooding

• Hail

• Hurricane

• Tornado Outbreak

• Severe Weather

• Wildfire

• Winter Storm/Cold Wave

Image Source: National Centers for Environmental Information, NOAA



Disaster Preparedness



https://www.dhses.ny.gov/citizen-preparedness-corps






https://www.libraryoflocal.org/

• Tool Lending

• Seed Library

• Special Collections

• Food Security (Y1)

• Climate Solutions (Y2)

• Programming

• Alignment with NYS Climate Smart Communities



Active

Sense of 
Purpose

Sense of 
Community

Less social 
isolation, 

anxiety and 
depression 

Social Cohesion & 
Civic Participation

Social Cohesion:
Respect, Empathy, and Understanding
Strength of Relationships
Sense of Solidarity 
Social Capital through Social Networks 

Civic Participation:
Voting
Volunteering 
Participating in Group Activities
Community Gardening 



Mindset shifts do not happen overnight. 





Triple Bottom Line Definition:

● Environmentally Sound

● Socially Equitable

● Economically Feasible



Characteristics of Sustainable Libraries

✓ Strong & Authentic Institutions

✓ Catalyst for Social Cohesion & Civic Participation in Communities 

✓ Working on Climate Mitigation (reducing Greenhouse Gas Emissions (GHG)

✓ Active Participants in Climate Adaptation (strengthening community resilience)







All members of the New York Library Association are eligible for a free one-year 

membership to the Sustainable Libraries Initiative and 20% off the Sustainable Library 

Certification Program. 





Moderated Q & A



Questions from the Audience



“The American public library works because of 

dedicated volunteers willing to serve on the board 

of trustees. We thank you for your service and 

your dedication to ensuring all New Yorkers 

powered, engaged and energized by their library. 

The world is a better place for your efforts.” 

Handbook for Library Trustees of New York State



https://midhudson.org/TrusteeBookClub/
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